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Evening of Dance at Oak Bay High
By Fernanda Ezquerra Silva

50 students. 23 dances. 6 choreographers. 1

dance program. The show everyone has been

waiting for is about to begin. Let the dancers

dance!

Join the Oak Bay Dance Program on their last

performance of the year!

On Tuesday, the 11th of June, and today,

Wednesday, the 12th, they will perform in the

school’s theater. 

Issue #11 - Wednesday, June 12th, 2024

Students from grades 10 to 12 will dance

Contemporary, Hip-hop, K-pop and Jazz

dances. Everyone will get to show what they

have learned and worked so hard on.

A grad student, Kathleen Quidilla, is a dancer

and choreographer for the Dance Program.

She dances in the Hip-Hop crew, Squad and K-

pop. She says it was a “wonderful experience

to pursue my favorite activity and gain

experience, but at first, it was difficult to

manage my time dancing and memorizing each

step.” As time passed, she got used to it and

even developed a method to learn each

choreography: don’t stop dancing until you

memorize each step. Kathleen, like every

dancer, is excited for the Evening of Dance

coming up this week, especially for her solo

piece. As time passed, she got used to it and

even developed a method to learn each

choreography: don’t stop dancing until you

memorize each step. Kathleen, like every

dancer, is excited for the Evening of Dance

coming up this week, especially for her solo

piece. The Acorn also talked with an

international student from Italy, Clara Baudini,

who is dancing with the Hip-Hop crew and

Squad. She says she “met amazing and kind

people that made me feel part of a family and

helped me embrace and develop my skills and

strengths.” Back in Italy, Clara danced all the

time, so she wanted to keep doing that here in

Canada. The dance program is very open and

welcoming, she says, and she is looking

forward to the EOD of this week. 

This is the last issue by The Acorn of the

2023-24 school year! We have spent the

past year publishing articles on everything

ranging from school-related topics, world-

wide issues, and book reviews. The Acorn

has been a great platform for students'

voices to be heard on a variety of topics and

for people to have fun writing. If anyone in

grades 9-11 enjoys writing, is an aspiring

journalist, or perhaps even likes to make

crosswords, I encourage you to join next

year’s Acorn team!

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who

has made it possible for us to start up this

newspaper again: an amazing group of

writers, Mr. Moore who led me to restart

The Acorn, Ms. White who printed out our

issues every week, Ariel who formatted the

newspaper, and everyone who read our

articles!                     - Lena Dietsch (editor)



By Sophia Schlag

 You may have seen a group of students

marching around the track last month,

instruments in hand, dancing and playing

music, and wondered, “What is going on?”

Who else could it have been but the 2024 Oak

Bay High Marching Band, which came to a

close a week and a half ago.

 Who were these marchers, and why were they

twirling around while other people jogged

past them?

 Every year, starting in grade ten, band

students form this group as a curriculum

requirement. We meet early in the morning or

after school, learning how to stay in a line,

step to the beat, and memorize music (this

year’s songs were “Soul Man” and “Shake it

off”). The first few lessons are kind of

disastrous, but eventually we find our…

rhythm, and end up triumphantly marching

through Oak Bay during the Tea Party Parade

with plenty of grace and confidence.

Marching Band’s Successful
Season

Parting Advice for Grads
By Alla Wersheffani

Graduating Oak Bay High School has

become a significant milestone for

hundreds of students this year, marking the

end of one chapter, only to mean that

another one is just beginning. Embrace the

changes and uncertainties ahead with an

open mind, as they offer opportunities for

growth and self-discovery. Pursue your

passions and interests, as engaging in what

excites you will lead to a fulfilling life. Stay

close with the friends you made and the

teachers you connected with, as these

relationships provide valuable support and

opportunities - you will never know the

value of a moment until it becomes a

memory. 

 

The early mornings and stress when you don’t

know what you’re doing isn’t always the most

fun. That dance sure was an interesting

surprise to the students. Nevertheless, the

marching band ended up being a fun time to

bond, show off our skills to the community,

and throw candy to the joyful children. A great

final hurrah before we hand in our ties and

blazers, and Band is almost over for the year.

Pictures by Dance Program

Tickets are now on sale through Cash online

or at the door. Come on Tuesday and/or

Wednesday to support all the dancers in the

last show of the year!



Develop resilience to navigate the

inevitable challenges and setbacks you'll

face, learning from mistakes and adapting

to new circumstances. Prioritize your

physical and mental well-being and

maintain a balanced lifestyle in post-

secondary. Establish meaningful goals and

relationships that will leave a positive

impact and that will keep you alive in the

memories and lives of others. Continue

learning and seeking growth through

education, professional development, and

personal interests; instead of focusing on

being interesting, be interested - being

present and paying attention. Give back to

your community through volunteer work or

mentoring, enriching your life and helping

others. Above all, believe in yourself and

your potential, trusting your abilities and

embracing the journey ahead with

confidence and determination.

Congratulations Oak Bay graduates, and a

best of luck on your future endeavors!

Congratulations Oak Bay graduates, and a

best of luck on your future endeavors!

Pictures by Dance Program

A Message from Your Future
Editors-In-Chief
By Sophia Schlag and Lola Weinzeittl

 “Words are where most change begins.”

 -Brandon Sanderson

 The Acorn is a unique club that reaches all

aspects of our school and touches on all

four of Oak Bay’s Pillars of Excellence. It’s

the mouthpiece of the student population,

highlighting their hopes and dreams and

achievements. It doesn’t matter if you can’t

run fast or have no rhythm: if you can type,

you are more than welcome into this

community of passionate students! 

 We are two friends going into grade 12

who love to write. We’ve been with the

newspaper for our grade 11 year, and have

learned so much through this club. We are

excited to continue to learn and grow, as

well as guide others from all walks of life in

the art of journalism.

 We’ve had a wonderful experience this

year writing articles and discussing the

topics important to our school for the

Acorn, and are so excited to have the

opportunity to lead it next year. We’re so

grateful for the foundation that has been

laid by all the editors in past years,

especially Lena’s hard work. Next year we

hope to continue writing interesting and

informing articles for the school to read,

and hopefully support new members!  



Editor in Chief: Lena Dietsch

Editors: Lili Spencer, Ariel Fischer

Formatter: Ariel Fischer

Coming up soon... an expose on the

gender neutral washrooms at Oak Bay

High. What do you know about them?

What does the admin have to say about

them? Why are they always locked? 


