
 Highlights from the Orchestra included the

iconic Waltz from The Sleeping Beauty Ballet

by Tchaikovsky, with two counter melodies

that were traded off from instrument to

instrument. I didn’t know the Disney song was

based off of it!

 The final group before intermission was

Strings, led by Katherine Forster, whose

performance of the exciting and challenging

Danse Nègre by Samuel Coleridge showed

their hard work.

 Following the intermission, Band 9 gave us a

few challenging pieces including Pirate Cove

March by Randall D. Standridge, a song that

really placed you on a pirate boat!

 Finally, it was Band 11/12’s turn for the pièce

de résistance of the evening, the infamous

Godzilla Eats Las Vegas by Eric Whitacre. This

long piece told the story of what would happen

if the infamous creature arrived in town. There

was screaming, singing, barking, marching,

and many costumes as well as an animation on

the screen behind us. This highlight of

everyone’s evening took a lot of practice and

courage, but I am glad we pulled it off.

 All in all, Stories was an amazing experience -

we hope to see you again next year!

The Acorn
Final Band Concert: “Stories”

By Sophia Schlag

The final concert of the year is probably my

favourite, for many reasons: the stunning grad

dresses, the remarkable improvement of each

group, and being finished with frantically

practicing for the year are some of them. This

concert, with music specifically chosen to tell

varied stories, was no exception.

 We started off once again with “The Friendly

Neighbourhood Sax Quartet”, who all had

matching crochet creatures tied to their

instruments while they performed Selections

from How to Train Your Dragon, starting off a

bit uncertain but finishing strong.

 Following this was Band 10, directed by

student-teacher Rhys Batstone, with highlights

such as SANG! By Donna Wilson, a pop-y piece

that made me jump when they began chanting

loudly!
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By Fernanda Ezquerra Silva

“The phenomenal true story of the black

female mathematicians at NASA whose

calculations helped fuel some of America’s

greatest achievements in space.”

Inspiring. Captivating. Insightful. 

“Hidden Figures” by Margot Lee Shetterly is

the right book for you if you want to read

about empowering women who faced and

overcame challenges like racism. 

Goodreads

This book is set in the 1940s, during World

War II. There is a shortage of workers due to

the war, so every man and woman in the USA

is called to work. White and black, men and

women, were called by the Langley Memorial

Aeronautical Laboratory to work as

mathematicians.

This book follows the stories of Dorothy,

Katherine and Mary, three talented

mathematicians who used their brains and

ounces of resilience to overcome racism and

become a vital part of NASA’s achievements in

space.

It is such an inspiration to read about these

women. They show that even back in the 40s

they could do great things, despite the

discrimination there was against them. This

means that women of today can achieve more

things in the STEM field (or in any field at

that).

I believe women and girls should read more of

these unheard stories. Women throughout

history have been left under the carpet,

accumulating dust. It is time we bring them to

the light and let everyone know about them

and what they did. It is an inspiration and a

source of pride to see how women of the past

laid down the path that women of today are

able to walk in.

Book Review: Hidden Figures by
Margot Lee Shetterly

Theatre Spotlight: The
Merchant of Venice

By Lena Dietsch

Come see Oak Bay High’s senior drama

production of The Merchant of Venice tonight!

The show is running for two nights: May 28th

and 29th. If you missed last night’s

opportunity to watch it, not to worry, you can

still come tonight! Tickets are available at the

door or on School Cash Online. It costs 5$ for

us students to buy tickets and 10$ for adults.

The doors open at 6:30 pm and the show

begins at 7 pm. During intermission, the

Interact Club will be hosting a concession

stand with homemade baked goods and candy

bags! All of the proceeds will be donated to 



By Lola Weinzettl

Along with summertime comes the release

of many thrilling new movies. On

unbearably hot days, one of the most fun

activities to do with friends and family is to

head to a local theatre to watch a new

release. Here are some titles and dates to

add to your summer calendar.

Rwanda Rising, a foundation with the goal of

raising money for women and children in

Rwanda.

Below you will find a very short synopsis of the

original Shakespeare play The Merchant of

Venice. However, you must remember that Mr.

Bradshaw and his drama group like to put their

own spin on their plays! In the original script,

Antonio, who is an antisemitic merchant, takes

out a loan to help his friend court Portia.

Antonio fails to repay the loan to the Jew

Shylock, who then demands a pound of his

flesh to make up for this. The heiress Portia,

who Antonio’s friend is now married to,

disguises herself as a lawyer and saves Antonio

from his doom. 

Come tonight at 7 pm to see our own senior

drama troupe’s version of The Merchant of

Venice!

4 Movies to See in Theaters This
Summer

Inside Out 2 - June 14th

Inside Out 2 is an upcoming American-

animated coming-of-age film from Pixar

Animation Studios. This sequel to the movie

Inside Out takes you inside the mind of a

teenage girl and demonstrates the extent to

which emotions can affect your life.

Despicable Me 4-July 3rd

Despicable Me 4 is the fourth main installment,

and the sixth installment overall in the

Despicable Me franchise. Created seven years

after the last one, it takes place where the

third film left off and shows Gru and his family

facing off against a new arch nemesis. Don’t

worry: the film still contains the loveable

minions as well as a new family member. 

Longlegs - July 12th

If you aren't a fan of comedy and animation but

prefer horror and mystery movies, then this

film is for you. Longlegs is a film following an

FBI agent who is assigned to an unsolved serial

killer case. There is a fast paced race against

time to stop the serial killer before he claims

the lives of another innocent family. 

Twisters - July 19th

Twisters is an indirect sequel to the 1996 film

Twister. It centres around a pair of storm

chasers who risk their lives in an attempt to

test an experimental weather alert system.

Twisters is an action adventure thriller that is

sure to keep you at the edge of your seat.

Happy watching!



Editor in Chief: Lena Dietsch

Editors: Lili Spencer, Ariel Fischer

Formatter: Ariel Fischer

By Devan Landsdowne


